378.   LETTER TO OTANE JAKATA

[After April 30, 1924]

DEAR  SIR,

Thank you for your letter1 as well as the book.

I have absolutely no time to give you the details you need,
even if I was minded to do so.2 I do not keep any portraits of
me nor do I give sittings. The recent photographs are all snap-
shots. The best books of reference are collections of my writings
in T.L by Mr. Ganesan of Madras (give address)3 and my speech-
es by Mr. G. A. Natesan also of Madras (address). The latter
contains rules of the Satyagraha Ashram.4

Tours truly,

[OTANE JAKATA

45, KODA MACHO 4 GHOME

TAIHOKU, FORMUSA, JAPAN]

From a photostat: S.N. 8759

575.   MT JAIL EXPERIENCES-III
SOME TERRIBLE RESULTS
In this chapter, I propose to discuss the results of the officials
thinking that their duty ends with caring for the health of the
prisoners, preventing fights among them or abscondings. I do
not think I am exaggerating when I say that the jails may be
described as well- or ill-managed cattle-farms. A superintendent
who ensures good food for the prisoners and does not punish without
1 Dated April 30, the letter accompanied a copy of the writer's book Saint-
Hero Gandhi,  and sought information about papers or publications throwing
light on Gaudhiji's career, the stories of his childhood, the history of the Satya-
graha Ashram, men and women around Gandhiji, the Indian nationalist move-
ment, and Gandhiji's "reproaches against so-called factors of civilization". Jakata
proposed to make use of the data for a revised edition of his book.
2 It appears, however, that Mahadev Desai did, in fact, prepare a detailed
statement furnishing replies point by point to the various questions put by
Jakata in his letter, A photostat of this (S.N. 8837) is available.
3 Words in brackets were   evidently   instructions   to   the   secretary.
4 On the top of tlie letter Gandhiji, had written:   "Copy   and   get   it
signed by me>9*